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HONORING THE MEN AND WOMEN
OF TRAVIS AIR FORCE BASE

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 11, 2022

Mr. GARAMENDI. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor and commend the service,
dedication, and sacrifice of the members of
the 60th Air Mobility Wing, the 349th Air Mobil-
ity Wing, the 621st Contingency Response
Wing, and their partner agencies at Travis Air
Force Base, which | have the distinct privilege
of representing as part of California’s Third
Congressional District. They exemplify the
best of America, and their tireless efforts guar-
antee the safety of all those who call America
home.

For eighty years, Travis Air Force Base has
stood as a pillar of strength, projecting peace
and stability in the Indo-Pacific region and pro-
viding support to American troops around the
world. This mission is only accomplished
thanks to the blood, sweat, and fortitude of the
18,000 airmen and their families that maintain
the highest levels of readiness and capability.
Every single day this all-volunteer force pro-
vides essential aerial refueling, airlift oper-
ations, aeromedical evacuation, highly-special-
ized rapid response contingency operations
capabilities, and unmatched support to
produce and execute rapid global mobility in
support of our national defense.

Last year alone the men and women of
Travis Air Force Base met a challenge of co-
lossal scale when they played a pivotal role in
completing the drawdown of forces from Af-
ghanistan. Team Travis aircrews evacuated
12,962 Afghans while managing security and
operations at the airport in Kabul.

The valor and heroism displayed by the
men and women of Travis was imitable and
worthy of recognition. Last month, | spoke with
Captain Kayleigh Migaleddi, who helped evac-
uate 117 orphan children from the region dur-
ing Operation Allies Refuge. She spoke about
how she would have been at the Abbey Gate
the moment a suicide bomber killed 13 Ameri-
cans had it not been for an orphaned child
who needed her assistance elsewhere on
base. With tears in her eyes, she told me that
she owed her life to that child, who she later
helped reach safety and begin a new life.
Captain Migaleddi’s story is just one of the
many stories | heard that exemplify the char-
acter leadership, and bravery that is cultivated
at Travis Air Force Base. Service records only
scratch the surface of the courageous actions
performed by these men and women. They
put their hearts and lives on the line to save
so many. | am grateful every day that | have
the opportunity to represent such an upstand-
ing community in Congress.

This total force effort of active and reserve
airmen directly enabled the largest non-
combatant evacuation operation in known
world history, ultimately saving over 124,000
lives. Simply put, Travis Air Force Base is the
very best our nation has to offer. Its strategic
importance stands as a beacon of hope to our
allies and a stern reminder of American re-
solve to our enemies. On behalf of a grateful
nation and all the constituents of California’s
Third Congressional District, 1 would like to
thank the men and women of Travis Air Force
Base and express my sincere gratitude for
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their sacrifice and contributions to the defense
of this great nation.

RECOGNIZING JAMES BROGNA,
UNICO NATIONAL SCRANTON
CHAPTER’S UNICAN OF THE
YEAR

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 11, 2022

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor James Brogna who will be
named the UNICAN of the Year for the
UNICO National Scranton Chapter. He will be
recognized at the Chapter's annual Charity
Ball on February 26.

James is the son of Frank and the late
Marie Lombardo and the brother of Frank, re-
tired Lieutenant Colonel of the U.S. Marine
Corps. He attended Bloomsburg University
where he earned his BA in mass communica-
tions and public relations, and he earned his
MS in organizational management from
Misericordia University.

James began his career in television and
radio, spending five years at WVIA Public
Broadcasting and working at WGGY-FM and
part time at WBRE TV. In 1999, he joined Al-
lied Services Integrated Health System as the
Director of Development. He currently serves
as the Vice President of Strategic Partnership
for the organization.

James has been fiercely dedicated to serv-
ing his community. He is a current board
member of the Greater Wyoming Valley
Chamber and Leadership Wilkes-Barre, and
he was elected to the Crestwood School Dis-
trict's Board of Education in 2019. His exper-
tise in the health and human services industry
helped guide Northeastern Pennsylvania dur-
ing COVID-19 through his service on the
Luzerne County Pandemic Task Force and the
S.0.S. NEPA Nursing Home Pandemic Task
Force. He is a past member and former board
member of the Rotary Club of the Abingtons
and the Kiwanis Club of Mountain Top. He
has been active with both Catholic Social
Services of Lackawanna and Wayne Counties
and the Association of Fundraising Profes-
sionals (AFP) as a past Chair and Board
Member.

In 2010, he co-founded WNEP-TV Ryan’s
Run Campaign which has raised more than $4
million for Allied Services. James himself has
finished ten marathons, including the New
York City, Scranton, and Marine Corps Mara-
thons. James is also an effective fundraiser,
championing veterans’ causes like Catholic
Social Services’ St. Francis Commons for Vet-
erans and Team Red, White & Blue, estab-
lishing a local chapter of the organization that
helps veterans thrive in their transition from
military to civilian life.

His sharp business acumen and his
unyielding generosity with his time have
earned him recognition as a Top 40 under 40
in Business in 2008 and the Outstanding
Alumni Award from Leadership Wilkes-Barre.
He was also named an Outstanding Fund-
raising Professional from the AFP and a Paul
Harris Fellow Award recipient by Rotary Inter-
national. He shares his extensive knowledge
as a guest lecturer at the University of Scran-
ton, Marywood University, and Misericordia
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University for undergraduate and masters level
courses in marketing, non-profit leadership,
and health care management.

| am honored to join with the Scranton
Chapter of UNICO National in recognizing
James for his commitment to his community
and the work he does to uphold Allied Serv-
ices’ mission. May he continue to feel inspired
and moved to work on behalf of the people of
Northeastern Pennsylvania.

———

CALLING FOR BALANCED BUDGET
HON. PAUL A. GOSAR

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 11, 2022

Mr. GOSAR. Madam Speaker, the House is
set to take up a third stopgap funding bill
since the fiscal year started back in October
2021.

Let me phrase that differently. We are near-
ly halfway into fiscal year 2022 and Congress
has yet to fund the government.

America is flat broke. Last week the Treas-
ury Department announced that our national
debt exceeds 830 trillion, reaching a calami-
tous level and tripling in the last decade. Infla-
tion is at a historic 40-year high. Yet Congress
cannot do its basic job and pass a budget on
time.

Instead of addressing real issues facing our
nation, the House of Representatives is once
again kicking the can for three more weeks to
give Congress additional time to try to pass
another bloated budget.

Congress cannot spend its way into pros-
perity, and we must end the frantic habit of
governing from one crisis to another. Instead
of running up bills we can’t pay for, we should
be funding the common-sense priorities of the
American people, including securing the bor-
der, adequately funding our military, reducing
taxes and eliminating job-killing regulations.

Today, | reiterate my call for a balanced
budget. If we cannot balance the budget ra-
tionally, we need a balanced budget constitu-
tional amendment that would force Congress
to live within its means, like everyone else.

| have spent my time in Congress trying to
reduce spending and stopping this nonsense.
| will be voting against this irresponsible kick-
the-can-down-the-road continuing resolution.
Spending more money that we don’t have will
not solve our nation’s fiscal problems.

All of us will pay the price in the future. Un-
fortunately, our children and grandchildren will
be most impacted. This is immoral to harm fu-
ture generations but that is what today’s con-
tinuing resolution does.

————————

COMMEMORATING THE LIFE OF
STEPHEN ANTHONY HARTGEN

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON

OF IDAHO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 11, 2022

Mr. SIMPSON. Madam Speaker, along with
my colleagues Senator MIKE CRAPO and Sen-
ator JIM RISCH, | rise to call attention to the
outstanding life of Stephen Anthony Hartgen,
long-time editor and publisher of the Times-
News in Twin Falls, Idaho, five-term ldaho
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